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‘I realize this is a 
bet on our country’s 
enterprising spirit, 
and that is a bet I am 
willing to make.’ 


Sen. Bob Corker 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON œ After weeks 
of quarrels, qualms and then elev- 
enth-hour horse-trading, Republi- 
cans revealed late Friday the details 
of their huge national tax rewrite — 
along with announcements of sup- 
port that all but guarantee approval 
to give President Donald Trump 
the Christmas legislative triumph 
he’s been aching for. 

The legislation would slash tax 


a massive $1.5 trillion bill that the 
GOP plans to muscle through Con- 
gress next week before its year-end 
break. Benefits for most other tax- 
payers would be smaller. 

“This is happening. Tax re- 
form under Republican control of 
Washington is happening,” House 
Speaker Paul Ryan of Wisconsin 
told rank-and-file members in a 
conference call. “Most critics out 
there didn’t think it could happen. 
... And now we’re on the doorstep 


released late Friday, today’s 35 per- 
cent rate on corporations would fall 
to 21 percent, the crown jewel of 
the measure for many Republicans. 
Trump and GOP leaders had set 20 
percent as their goal, but added a 
point to free money for other tax 
cuts that won over wavering law- 
makers in final talks. 

The legislation represents the 
first major legislative achievement 
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‘It is just the opposite 
of what America needs, 
and Republicans 
will rue the day they 
pass this.” 


Sen. Chuck Schumer 


‘IT’S NOT THAT I’M AGAINST THE LED TECHNOLOGY. 
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BY BRYCE GRAY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ELSAH « Suddenly, one of them was 
gone. 

After years — even decades — of du- 
tiful visits to admire them and stoke his 
hobby, Barry Williams recently found 
that his beloved streetlights of Elsah were 
under siege. A new “cobrahead-style” 
LED light, like those found along a free- 


I’M JUST AGAINST THE UGLY FIXTURES. 
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Historic city weighs fight to save streetlights 


CHRISTIAN GOODEN * cgooden@post-dispatch.com 
Lexi Norton coats a porch in red paint at the historic home of Deborah and Tim Smith in Elsah on Friday. The historic town is weighing 
options to preserve the old-fashioned lights as the power company, Ameren, shifts to new LED technology. 


way, had replaced one of the village’s his- 
toric replica light fixtures. 

Williams maintains an unabashed ob- 
session with streetlights, traffic signals 
and anything that lends historic flavor to 
the streetscape of a community. The old- 
fashioned “radial wave” streetlights in 
Elsah have long been among his favorites. 

“Tve been very protective of those 
lights for many years now,’ said Williams, 
who lives on the other side of the Mis- 


sissippi, in Brentwood. “The people in 
town probably think I’m crazy, I think. 
But they’re very nice about it. They hu- 
mor me.” 

Some of them are also taking his calls 
for preservation to heart — especially 
in a historic town such as Elsah, where 
some buildings date to the 1850s and even 
minor changes can threaten to erode the 
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State looks to 
trim degree 
programs that 
underperform 


BY ASHLEY JOST 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


JEFFERSON CITY ° Half of the nearly 
1,800 degree programs offered at Mis- 
souri’s public colleges and universities 
are falling short of state standards for 
graduates and other measures, accord- 
ing to a statewide review. 

Though that may sound alarming, 
education leaders say it’s a sign of the 
changing times in higher education. 

Zora Mulligan, Missouri’s commis- 
sioner for higher education, said she 
was not concerned about the volume 
of programs an audit has identified as 
underperforming. 

“It indicates student behavior is 
changing,” she said. “That’s really what 
this is a map of.” 

The Missouri Department of Higher 
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Alabama has 
sobering lessons 
for Republicans 
in 2018 elections 


BY CHUCK RAASCH 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


WASHINGTON « This week’s election 
result from Alabama provides lessons 
for Missouri, as the Show-Me state 
pivots toward one of the most impor- 
tant Senate races in the nation’s recent 
history. 

Tuesday’s upset victory for Demo- 
crat Doug Jones over Republican Roy 
Moore for a U.S. Senate seat from Ala- 
bama also provides stark consequences 
for Roy Blunt and his Senate leader- 
ship colleagues as they deal with a di- 
minished majority. For now, it means 
there’s room for just one Republican 
“no” vote on every major issue still 
confronting the administration of 
President Donald Trump. 

Democrats now have a Senate seat in 
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